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CHAPTER XIL
THE MODERNIZING MOMENTUM OF AMERICAN EDUCATION
(1700 A.D.-1860sA.D.)
General Studies of American Education The best general volume on American
education in the eighteenth century is Lawrence A. Cremin, American Education: The
Colonial Experience, 1607-1783, Harper & Row, New York, 1970; his second volume
will deal with the United States in the nineteenth century (to 1876). There is a
wealth of reading on the development of the American public school: A. O. Hansen,
Liberalism and American Education in the Eighteenth Century, Macmillan, New York,
1926 is brought up to date by Frederick Rudolph (ed.), Essays on Education in the
Early Republic, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Mass., 1965; and Rush Welter
(ed.), American Writings on Popular Education; the Nineteenth Century, Bobbs-
Merrill, Indianapolis, Ind., 1971.
Society and Education The context of early nineteenth-century education is vividly
portrayed by: Rush Welter, Popular Education and Democratic Thought in America,
Columbia University Press, New York, 1962; Alice Tyler, Freedom's Ferment;Phases
of American Social History from the Colonial Period to the Outbreak of the Civil War,
Harper Torchbooks, New York, 1962; and Maxine Greene, The Public School and the
Private Vision; a Search for America in Education and Literature, Random House,
New York, 1965.
For recent studies of women, the family, childhood, and youth, see: "The
History of the Family," The Journal of Interdisciplinary History, vol. 2, no. 2,
Autumn, 1971; Robert H. Bremmer (ed.), Children and Youth in America, a Docu-
mentary History, 3 vols., Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Mass., 1970-71; and
Oscar Handlin and Mary Handlin, Facing Life: Youth and the Family in American
History, Little, Brown, Boston, 1971.
The role of the public school is stressed in: Lawrence A. Cremin, The American
Common School; an Historic Concept, Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, New
York, 1961; Michael B. Katz, The Irony of Early School Reform; Educational
Innovation in Mid-Nineteenth Century Massachusetts, Harvard University Press, Cam-
bridge, Mass., 1968; Lawrence A. Cremin (ed.), The Republic and the School; Horace
Mann on the Education of Free Men, Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, New
York, 1957; Gordon C. Lee (ed.), Crusade Against Ignorance; Thomas Jefferson on
Education, Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, New York, 1961; and Roy J.
Honeywell (ed.), The Educational Work of Thomas Jefferson, Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, Mass. ,1931.
Religion and Public Education The critical role of religion in the struggle for public
education is dealt with by: R. Freeman Butts, The American Tradition in Religion
and Education, Beacon Press, Boston, 1950; Robert M. Healey, Jefferson on Religion
in Public Education, Yale University Press, New Haven, Conn., 1962; Herbert M.